
RHETORICAL ANALYSIS 
AND APPEALS

The Art of Persuasion 



Your task is to reflect in 1-2 paragraphs:

1. What did you like or not like about Phase 1? You can comment on assignments, 
lessons, handouts/worksheets, the essay, discussion board posts, etc. 

2. What resonated most with you about Phase 1?
3. What would you change about Phase 1 if you had the opportunity?
4. Which of our course Learning Outcomes did you achieve during Phase 1 and 

how? (Which assignment(s) allowed you to put into practice that/those specific 
learning outcome(s))? 

PAUSE 
VIDEO

PAUSE 
VIDEO



Course learning outcomes:

1. Recognize the role of language attitudes and standards in empowering, oppressing, and hierarchizing 
languages and their users, and be open to communicating across different languages and cultures.

 2. Explore and analyze, in writing and reading, a variety of genres and rhetorical situations.

 3. Develop strategies for reading, drafting, collaborating, revising, and editing.

4. Recognize and practice key rhetorical terms and strategies when engaged in writing situations. 

5. Engage in the collaborative and social aspects of writing processes.

6. Understand and use print and digital technologies to address a range of audiences.

7. Locate research sources (including academic journal articles, magazine and newspaper articles) in the library’s 
databases or archives and on the Internet and evaluate them for credibility, accuracy, timeliness, and bias.

 8. Compose texts that integrate your stance with appropriate sources using strategies such as summary, critical 
analysis, interpretation, synthesis, and argumentation.

9. Practice systematic application of citation conventions.



WHAT IS RHETORICAL ANALYSIS?

Rhetorical analysis looks not at what a text says, but what it does. It’s an 

examination of the “moves” authors (sub)consciously make to make their 

argument persuasive. This work may include analyzing the complex 

relationships between author, audience, text, purpose, context, and 

exigence, as well as an analysis of an author’s argument, use of evidence, 

rhetorical strategies, and textual arrangement. 



Unlike summary, a rhetorical analysis does not only require a restatement of ideas; instead, 

you must recognize rhetorical moves that an author is making in an attempt to persuade 

his or her audience to do or to think something. In the 21st century’s abundance of 

information, it can sometimes be difficult to discern what is a rhetorical strategy and what 

is simple manipulation; however, an understanding of rhetoric and rhetorical moves will 

help you become more savvy with the information surrounding you on a day-to-day basis.

In other words, rhetorical moves can be a form of manipulation, but if one can recognize 

those moves, then one can be a more critical consumer of information rather than blindly 

accepting whatever one reads, sees, hears, etc.



The goal of a rhetorical analysis is to explain what is happening in the text, why the 

author might have chosen to use a particular move or set of rhetorical moves, 

and how those choices might affect the audience. The text you analyze might be 

explanatory, although there will be aspects of argument because you must negotiate 

with what the author is trying to do and what you think the author is doing.

One of the elements of doing a rhetorical analysis is looking at a text’s rhetorical 

situation. The rhetorical situation is the context out of a which a text is created.







…CONTINUED









A third element of rhetorical analysis requires you to connect the rhetorical 

situation to the text. You need to go beyond summarizing and look at how the 

author shapes his or her text based on its context. In developing your reading 

and analytical skills, allow yourself to think about what you’re reading, to 

question the text and your responses to it, as you read. Use the following 

questions to help you to take the text apart—dissecting it to see how it works:







RHETORICAL APPEALS

Appeals to LOGOS

the argument itself; the 
reasoning the author uses; 
logical evidence 
• Theories / scientific facts 
• Indicated meanings or 

reasons  (because…) 
• Literal or historical analogies
• Definitions 
• Factual data & statistics
• Quotations/Citations from 

experts & authorities 
• Informed opinions 
• Examples (real life examples) 
• Personal anecdotes 

Appeals to ETHOS

how an author builds credibility 
& trustworthiness 
• Author’s profession / 

background 
• Author’s publication 
• Appears sincere, fair minded, 

knowledgeable 
• Concedes to the opposition
• Morally / ethically likeable 
• Appropriate language for 

audience and subject 
• Appropriate vocabulary 
• Correct grammar 
• Professional format 

Appeals to PATHOS

words or passages an author 
uses to activate emotions
• Emotionally Loaded language  
• Vivid descriptions 
• Emotional examples 
• Anecdotes, testimonies, or 

Narratives about emotional 
experiences or events 

• Figurative language 
• Emotional tone (humor, 

sarcasm, disappointment, 
excitement, etc.)


